Center for Children

KEY DATES TO
REMEMBER

Dec 7-8
visit

Dec 16: Christmas
program and party,
10am, social hall

Dec 16: Last day
Toys for Tots

Dec 17-18: Parent -
teacher conferences
for PM and Kinder-
garten. No classes,
extended care open

Dec 16-25, 28-31:
No regular school.
Extended care open

Jan 4: Classes re-
sume. 2010 registra-
tion questionnaires
in parent mailboxes

Lakeside Presbyterian

Sant ads

Lakeside Cente

SAN FRANCISCO, CA

Letter from the Dir r

DECEMBER 2009

Can you believe it is December already?! As we approach the end of 2009, | reflect on the times ea
year when we hosted kindergarten teachers and principals from neighboring schools, who reaffirm \
great job Lakeside does preparing children for formal education. Lakeside graduates arrive at new s
ready and eager to learn. They have social skills making them successful in class and on the playgt

If you are concerned about how your child is progressing, you will have a chance to discuss this for
Parent / Teacher conferenc€ke prospect of formally meeting with parents often fills teachers with a

sense of dread. Oops! What | meant is that meeting formally with teachers often fills parents with dr
The truth is that each statement contains a kernel of truth. So | wanted to remind us all about the ol
of the seven blind men and the elephant. One man examines the trunk, another feels the tail, anoth
side, etc. Then they argue. The man with the trunk thinks the elephant must be a snake, the man w
tail believes the elephant is a rope, etc. What we know is that each man is only partly right. We nee
perspective to get a complete picture.

At the Parent / Teacher conference, remember each participant sees your child from a different per:
tive. Each perspective is valid; however, each is incomplete without the other. So, approach the cor
eager to exchange information and relax! Unlike the seven blind men, we are all ohwieeadlame page
want what is best for your child. Afternoon class and Kindergarten confdtamnmselayyilDbeem-

ber 17 and Friday, DecemberSign up for a slot that best fits your schedule. Since the classroom
teachers will be busy in conferences, there are no classes those days, only Extended Care.

Another Extended Care Only Dégdsesday, December 16 for the Christmas Prdgjeamto take

the day off work that day, because at 10:00AM, each class will perform two Christmas songs. For th
tiated, the Christmas Program is a short recital. Since it is held in the church, many children use this
opportunity to wear their O6Sunday bestd. The

When | say 6éeveryoned, | mean everyon-e! We h
member to see the performance. Consequently, the church is full. Parents hustle to find a seat at th
Unfortunately, due to sheer numbers, someone always has to sit in the back or upstairs in the balca
Many parents worry that their children will not see them; so, they stand in the aisles and along the v
We understand your concern; however, fire code regulations prohibit this.

Therefore, | recommend that you talk with your child beforehand. Explain that after drop off in the cl
room, you will find a seat in church. Let your child know that he might not see you, but you are there
ing and clapping. Reassure your child that you will pick him up from class immediately after the prog
go to the social hall together. Then both you and your child can enjoy the moment without undue ar

In an effort to mitigate some of this anxiety, we@3$K #8H PHOTOGRARBH g the Christmas
Program. The children are too young to handl
mom, Lea Suzuki. As a photographer for the Chronicle, she knows how to capture quickly & unobtr
the moment in picturesd as a fellow parent; she knows how important these pictures are to you. De
tails as to when and where photographs will be available will be announced during the program.

The Christmas Program marks the start of the Christmas break for many and so if | will not see you
the break (if you need care, be sure you have turned in your Extended Care Sigvelipviamm)
derful Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Caroline Bankhead, i Mr s . E o
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Happy Holidays from Ms. Kerry and Mrs. Chao's Class! I

HO! HO! HOThe month of December has arrived and we are
ready for the festivities to bégioking back a bit, we hgpe
v everyone had a very restful Thanksgiving with your families
We hope ” T N and friendsWe also hope that you enjoyed the children's
that you en- 5 Farm Animal BooRdhey were so excited to bring therh
. A s | home to share with y@ie enjoyed a bountiful Thanksgiving
joyed the , y feast with all the classes joining together before Thanksgiv-
Farm Ani- R Vi ‘ ing. The Pilgrims and Indians had a wonderful time and it wa
a great community builder. |
mal Books |

We are now in full swing for the holiday $2asember ig

sure to be very exciting and busy rironth few short

weeks, we will be working on lots of fun and festive Christma
decorations and activitigsis season is a time to be mjndful

of the importance of givgngng to those less fortunate, those who may not have family close by ar
those in need of extra ciive. hope that when your children bring home their handmade gifts to yot
will be in the spirit of "giving" of love and attachment they feel for you, one which goes t]eyond n
things.Be with your children often, listening to them and paying attention to them. I

Santa will come and visit again this yeaMam. Dec. 7th, and Tues. B&c. Please |

be assured that we are always sensitive to those children that may be a little apprehen:
about sitting on Santa's \ép.will leave it up to each individual child's comitie leifel.

be having oafass Christmas parties on December 14th, and Decembd?l¢ase |

watch for sigips. If there is something special any of the parents would like to share wit
class, whether it be food items or special traditions, please let us know and welwould b
to accommodate you. |

The annual Lakes@leristmas Program will be on December 16th, at 10:00 AM i|1 the
church Please have your child at school by 9:201 AM children will meet in Miss Mich-
e || ele and Ms. Lupita's classroom and all PM children will meet in Ms. Kerry and Mrs. Cha

R classroomThe children have been working hard practicing their songs and we &re sure

Oh Dear? Christmas will be a delightful event for all! I

i |

's nearly here! Please note that ®Parent/Teacher Conferences folRNparents will be on Thursday, Decefn-

ber 17th and Friday, December.18tk have posted a schedule of conference times in thg hallway

outside of our classrodtease make sure you sign up for a conferendketappreciate your I

cooperation. I

TheChild/Guest dinner for the P.M. children will be on Januarintigations will be sent in Janu-
iar)éand Lnore information about this wonderful event will be sent as the event approachfs.

QUOTE OF
THE MONTH:
OEach da3g
gi ft. Th
we call it the
present
Antoine de
Saint-Exupery

t O\& hope Bvatyone has a joyous holiday §émsdnyou to all who have participated in the dlass-
room, done seemingly endless cutting projects, and brought in lots of yummy and nutritious sha
contributions have not gone unnoticed and it is such a pleasure working with you aaéwyour child:
support is greatly apprecidtedakes our job so much ed§igou ever have any questions orcon-
cerns, please don't hesitate to contéat usll see you in the New Year when school resumes on
January 4th. I

O

We wish you all a very happy, joyful, and peaceful holiday season with famileenydThigsgs.
mas and Happy New Year! /
\ Ms. Kerry, Mrs. Chao, Laura, Jenny and Bonnie ”,

e e e o o o o o o o o o o e e o o o o e e e . e
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Extended Care Program

Happy Holidays! We hope everyone enjoyed the Thanksgiving break. During Nove!nber, SC
children loved playing with the sensory table with the rice and corn kernels, especiellly wher
they had the chance to dye the corn kernels. Others enjoyed drawing turkeys and telling st
about their picture. I
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With Christmas right around the corner, December will be another very exciting mohth for n
ing lots of decorations to fill our qglas
what it means to the children. And the children will be learning about how other COl.intl‘ieS Ct
brate Christmas.

|
Please be mindful of the different illnesses that have been going around our school this win
seasonWith the cold weather sneaking up on us, we would recommend that children dress
layers. Please keep a warm winter jacket in your child's cubby. To help prevent sickness frc

. spreading, please keep sick children at hg=eessa I
Please fill out they can rest and get treated. *Winter Break Extended Care Hours: |
! (Times may change)*
Don't forget to fill out the Extended Care f ) )
the Extended the Christmas vacation; it is very importan bize 1 B 12 7'30'_ 520 :
us know if your child will be attending durij D€¢ 22to 28' 7:301 6:00
Care form for Christmas vacation. Extended Care will b **Dec 24 7:3612:30* | |
able if enough families require it. Dec 25 CLOSED |
the Christmas We had a great 2009 with Weican't wait tg Rec 2810 Dec 30 7:30 6'(_)0 - l
_ see what's in store for 2010! Dec 31 7:30-12:30%* | 4
vacation. -Michelle Adelsheim, Miss Mey, Jan f#to Jan 2 CLOSED !
& Extended Care Staff y
________________________ -

SEEEENO a0 RAEWA  Toys for Tots provides toys for children of all ages. It has been #
thel014 age group is generally the least seramd, for example,
unwrapped toys books, watches, radios, electronics, andmaakeall appreciated.

If you have any questions please contact Jami Greer
atjamikgreer@aol.con?183195920. THANK YOU!

Child Guest Dinners

SAVE THE DATELk e s i d e 6-6uest dirmerswill becheM/ddmkesday,

January 13, 201for Kindergarten & PM classe$)eaddesday, February 3, 204

classes) at 6 p.m. in the Social Hall. Dinner and entertainment will be provided. More informatio
about this wonderful event will be distributed in your mailbox. We will be enlisting parent volunte
to help with sep and clean up for both events. We look forward to an evening of good food, fam:
ily, friendship and fun! Kathleen Gavney & Samantha Hubley, parent volunteers
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As December dawns, we can feel the excitement in the air. Advent begins and this tim!- of waiti
difficult for young children. Letting them help at home with the Christmas preparations dives thel
opportunity to be involved and instills a sense of purpose. [
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Though the month is a short one, it will be jam packed with projects, songs, stories andjpreparat
for the holiday. At school we will be working on projects that remind the children that thif seasor
about giving as well as receiving.

Santa will be coming Decemb&t@ visit, have his picture taken with each child and ask V\’hat they
would like for Christn@s: class parties will be on December 14 anfd8lo appreciate you

Pre-K nature walk generous snacks and the children are quick to point out what they have contributed to the party.
up sheet will be posted in early December if you would like to contribute. I

The Christmas Program is scheduled for Wednesday, Deceniib&rci @mes will be posted

outside the classroom to remind you of the particulars. The children will be working very hard to
pare for the musical recital and are proud to perform for you. We hope you can arrange'to join u
this seasonal event as well as the reception in the social hall afterwards. |

December also brings cold weRthase make sure that your child has a warm jaieled!) |
to wear in the yard. Colds and other ailments are also more prevalent so please make gure your
is well enough to attend school.

| have been receivigiiers of recommendatiottsfill out for your children. Please check the due
dates when you receive the applications so that you have plenty of time to fill them out."Your po
the application is sent independently of the teacher evaluation. The more lead time youlgive me
more thoughtfully I can write my portion. | will send you verification of the recommendatjons as |
them directly to the schools to which you have applied.

Classes will resume on Monday, Januaihié season is a very special time for family andlfriends.
| would like to wish you a joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year. May 2010 bring us’a brighte
peaceful world in which to live. ]
Molly Wardell /

MI ss MI chel e

The month of November is coming to an end, and Decembefil lesipast usbnth was filled
with many fun activities for the children both the AM and PM classes. During our farm wee
dren created their own barnyards, made a little farm animal, and helped cook ham and eg:
yogurt shakes. They really seemed to enjoy the hands on experience of cooking and prep:
in the classroom. The month of Novemlasaviadl of exciting Thanksgiving festivities. Both
classes made " hand turkeys", decorated a book about their favorite activities during Than
and designed their own thankful feather to put on the big turkey display on our classroom.
dren also took part in a Thanksgiving feast with Ms.Kerry and Mrs. Chao's classes, as well
kindergarten classes. The children really enjoyed dressing up and sharing food with the ot
classes. It was a great success.

Now December is here and it is going to be a busy month! Both classes will take part in m:
Mixing yogurt shakes derful holiday projects and acti8ieta is visitings on December 7th and 8th! We understand som
children may be apprehensive towards our visitor, and participation will heédhweilt baoeur

Class partiethe week of Dec. 7. Look for signups. We have already started practicing our songs
Christmas Programhich will be held on December 16th. We look forward to see everybody ther

We wish you a very happy and peaceful holiday s' Feliz Navidad y Prospero Afio Nuevo!
Miss Michele and Ms. Lupita Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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