
 

 

As I write this, I think I have finished the last thank you noteéin spite of the economy, Lakeside families and 

friends used the Christmas season to generously express their gratitude for the work that the staff does every 

day with their children. And as I am so fond of quoting, we could not do it without you for - óIt takes a village to 

raise a childô. 

 

And in that spirit, I would like to thank a couple of unsung óbehind the scenesô staff 

who always help us just when we need it most, assistant director Meredith Johnson 

and her husband John. Affectionately known as óMimiô, our assistant director has been 

here at Lakeside for more than 25 years. She started out in the classroom and taught 

kindergarten when we first offered it here in the seventies!  If you received a program 

when you entered the church for the Christmas Recital, chances are, you met Mimi or 

John. 

 

And speaking of the Christmas program, as promised, the photographs from the 
Christmas recital are now available online. Access them from our website 
www.lakesidechildrencenter.org and click on the word ógalleryô. The password is the 
mall name (one word, all lower case, or email Kath@trefo.com if you have questions). 
 
Looking at these pictures is a reminder of what a special community we belong to here at Lakeside. If, while 

looking at the pictures, you need your childôs help to identify most of the people, take that as your cue to join him/

her at the Child/ Guest dinner this month. On Wednesday, January 13 at 6:00PM in the social hall the after-

noon classes and the kindergarten children will invite a ósignificant otherô to dine with them.  As you know, due to 

sheer capacity numbers, we can only accommodate a fraction of the community together at one time; therefore, 

next month, it will be the morning classesô turn. This is a chance for you to get to know fellow parents. This is a 

chance for your child to practice his / her óeating out skillsô. It is also your chance to meet the parent ómeetingô 

requirement for both the month of January and February. Therefore, if you have not done so already, be sure to 

RSVP! Most importantly, it is a chance to once again experience the ówarm fuzzyô community feeling! I look for-

ward to seeing you there! 

 

Thank you! 

Caroline Bankhead, ñMrs. Eò 

Letter from the Director 

Lakeside Presbyterian 

Center for Children  Lakeside Center Dispatch 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 0  

K E Y  D A T E S  T O  

R E M E M B E R 

Jan 4: Classes re-

sume. 2010 regis-

tration question-

naires in parent 

mailboxes  

Jan 13: Child/ 

guest dinner 6PM 

for Kindergarten 

and PM families 

only  

Jan 18: Martin 

Luther King Day 

School Closed  

Feb 3: Child/

guest dinner 6PM 

for AM families 

only  

S A N  F R A N C I S C O ,  C A  

Child Guest Dinners 
The Child-Guest Dinner for Kindergarten and P.M. preschoolers is Wednesday, January 13, at 6PM in the 
social hall. An RSVP form and information has been distributed in your mailbox, please be sure to RSVP for this 
fun night! Each child may bring one adult guest. This event counts as the parent meeting for January (there is no 
parent meeting for A.M. Classes in January). If you wish to volunteer and earn PVO points, please visit the com-
munication board and sign up for a shift. 

The Child-Guest Dinner for A.M. classes will be held on Wednesday, February 3, at 6PM. Please make sure 
to SAVE THE DATE.  

 We look forward to this special night. See you there! Kathleen Gavney & Samantha Hubley 

Please RSVP! 

http://www.lakesidechildrencenter.org


 

 

P A G E  2  

Miss Michele & Ms. Lupitaõs Classes  

L A K E S I D E  C E N T E R  D I S P A T C H  

Happy New Year! Welcome back! 
 
We hope everyone had a wonderful and relaxing Christmas break. We look forward to welcoming 
everyone back to class!. The Christmas program was lovely, and the children did a beautiful job 
performing their songs. They worked very hard in December learning the words and it really 
showed. We are all so proud of them. 
 
Ms. Michele, Chika, Maritza and I would like to thank all of the wonderful parents who so gener-
ously gave to us at Christmas time. We were overwhelmed by your thoughtfulness and generosity. 
We feel blessed to be a part of your children's lives and we thank you for remembering us in such 
a special way. 
 

We are starting our new year with 2010 calendars and some special winter 
projects. We might even have our own snow in the classroom. Pajama day 
is also coming up this month. The teachers and students wear their paja-
mas to school. On that day we will be making pancakes and hot chocolate. 
It will be a warm and cozy day! 
 
The child-guest dinner is also taking place on January 13 for the P.M. children. This is a special dinner 
for your child and one guest. The boys and girls will each make their own invitations in the classroom. 
Also, this is a great time for the children to practice their dinner manners. Please remember that is only 
one guest per child. 
 
As always, please come to us with any concerns or questions that you may have. We hope everyone 
stays warm this winter season. 
Feliz Ano Nuevo! 
Miss Michele and Ms. Lupita  

Restaurant Manners 101 

Singing practice ñ

for the Lakeside 

Church Group  

While etiquette classes are available for children on the proper manners to use in a restaurant, with preschoolers the goal should be to not need 
to cover your face with a napkin when you leave the restaurant!   
 
Here are some tips for dining out with preschoolers.  Clearly explain your expectations to your child before arriving at the restaurant in positive 
terms: for instance, say, "This is going to be a meal you'll really enjoy and a time for us to talk together, but you can't run around or talk loudly 
because it bothers the other people there who are also trying to have a good time."  Some basic manners to communicate are:  

¶We donôt disturb other guests (no hurling food or objects!) 

¶We use inside voices (or quiet voice, depending on your houseôs decibel) 

¶We stay seated in the chair (not standing on it!) 

¶We say ñpleaseò and ñthank youò (when asking for anything!) 

¶We use our utensils to eat with (not poke our neighbor) 

¶We put our napkin in our laps (not create paper airplanes)  

¶We donôt speak with our mouths full 

 
Stick to the rules you've set.  If your child doesnôt comply, simply leave quietly, being firm and clear about why you are doing so. 
 
Be realistic about your childrenôs behavior. Behaving in a public place often means sitting still and keeping quiet ï which is difficult at this age, 
especially around meal time.  Bring some quiet activities or toys like crayons/coloring books (if the restaurant provides these, it is a great sign they 
are family friendly!) and ask the waiter to bring a basket of bread ahead of the meal.   

The age of your children is a key factor in how 

quickly you are served in a restaurant. We once 

had a waiter in Canada who said, "Could I get you 

your check?" and we answered, "How about the 

menu first?"       - Erma Bombeck 



 

 

P A G E  3  

Mrs. Wardellõs AM Kindergarten Class 

L A K E S I D E  C E N T E R  D I S P A T C H  

 Happy 2010! I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas holiday and are ready to begin the new year with 
renewed spirit and anticipation. The class party and musical program were such enjoyable events, thank 
you for your support. Your warm wishes and thoughtful remembrances made the Christmas holiday very 
special for meðthank you! 
 
We will start the year off with a unit on sea life. The Kindergart-
ners will study the many creatures that live in the ocean with a 
special emphasis on whales. We will look at their habitat, their 
bodies, how they move and what they eat.  
 
There are poems to learn and stories such as Dear Mr. Blue-
berry and The Whalesô Song. One book, If I Went Sailing Out to 
Sea, will be the basis for a class book to which all the children 
will contribute. Our new rap is as follows: 

 
We will classify different creatures in math and 
subtract with edible gold fish while playing math 
games. There is a magnetic fish game that chal-
lenges the children to find number pairs and 
number combinations. We will begin on earnest 
with number formation, practicing the strokes 
needed to form legible numbers. We are doing 

lots of counting, by ones and tens, in anticipation of Day 100 that falls on Thursday, February 4. More 
information about that exciting day will follow.  
 
Thank you for giving me the grammar school recommendation forms with plenty of lead time, allowing me 
to thoughtfully compose them to best reflect your children. 
 
If I havenôt told you, thank you for making the time to come in and spend the day in the classroom with us. 
It is a busy morning and I may not always have time to chat, but I do appreciate your presence and hope-
fully, it helps you to better understand what we do at school. Your support allows me to accomplish all that 
I do with your children. 
Molly Wardell  

ABCDE      Letõs go swimming out to sea 

FGHIJ        Weõll see dolphins on the way 

KLMNO     Dive with me, down below 

PQRST      A pod of whales weõre sure to see 

UVWXY     Fish and seals will swim right by 

ZZZZZ       Under the water is the place to be 

Fun with Christmas 

cardsé 

...and math in the 

classroom  

Neither rain, nor the threat of stormy weather could keep the Buildings & Grounds Committee & Childrenôs 

Center parents away from their appointed duty! On Saturday, December 12, 2009, a small crew braved the 

elements to put the finishing touches on a project that has been more than a year in the making. 

 

On a Saturday morning, it was only eight people ï those eight represented many parents & 

church members who collaborated for almost two years to complete the back yard hillside 

landscaping project. After the Childrenôs Center Parent Volunteer Organization (PVO) voted to 

fund the project (up to $25,000) the Buildings & Grounds committee worked with landscaper 

Charlotte Masson & a few parent representatives to design an attractive and safe hillside.  

So our thanks goes out not only to fence volunteers Pastor Kim Nelson, John Beighley, 

Randy Collins, Cheryl Garcia, Mitch Gardner, Scott Jenkins, and Sam LaRocca ï but also to 

the countless others who met to fund, discuss, decide, and plant! On behalf of the childrenôs 

center staff and families, thank you!  

Sincerely, Caroline Bankhead, ñMrs. Eò - Program Director 

Our New Fence  


